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Andrew Hodson chacks the flexibility of a club In the repair lab/van that al P . -, |



sional, when he was 11. He learned the
fine art of refinishing i
clubs and ing when he was 14,

“It's a shame I have all the equipment
for refinishing, and it’s sitting at home
gathering dust,” Hodson said.

_ Not gathering dust are the modern
tools of clubmaking and club repair in
Hodson's “Mobile Lah.” Hod-
son is a certified Class A clubmaker. Six
years ago he transformed his full-time
hobby into a business with a twist.

“T've always wanted lo do this,” Hod-
son said. “A lot of people, when they go
Lo a tournament, they go on the week-
end. My dad would take me Tuesday and
Wednesday, and I'd hang out on the prac-
tice tee.”

Go to any PGA Tour, Buy.Com Tour,
PGA Senior Tour or LPGA Tour tourna-
ment site and you will see mobile repair
shops set up next to the practice range
on Tuesdays and Wednesdays.

The operators of the vans provide

_picky pros with immediate services such
as regripping and reshafting. They can
change the lie or the loft of clubs.
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Hodson offers the same mobile serv-
ices to golfers of all skill levels at many of
the area’s private and public courses. Re
ghafting and regripping processes take
less than 30 minutes from start to when
you can use the club.

“T've had several opportunities to open
up retail, but I thought it would be better
to take my services to the golfer,” Hod-
son said. "T'm a hands-on person,”

Sunday at Hunting Hawk, a player
having trouble hitting his irons asked
Hodson to check the lie. After testing,
Hodson changed the lie a whopping five
degrees on each club,

“The low to plus handicappers know
and sppreciate their equipment, Working
with them is never easy, but the rewards

| are salisfying. They want i dope right
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The van's name is trademarked. He [
has decorated it with an American flag
and pin faps fromf varioud eventd A~ .~ =1
newspaper clipping on one wall is ahorit -
his grandiather, Bert Hodson, the first
Welshman to play on a Ryder Cup team
and the winner of the 1929 Welsh Open.
The mobile Iab's logo features the trophy
from that tournament,

He has corporate sponsors and vendor
spansors (Penley, Rifle and Golf Pride),
and he has various arrangements with
the head professionals when he sets up
shop at a private or public club, It could '
be a flat commission, or helping with the
junior program (an area of major focus
for Hodson) or helping out with fittings.

The mobile lab's schedule is on his
Web site, www.hodsongolf.com, or con-
tact him at 1-887-CLUBMKR or
27286135,

= Contact Arthur Utiey at (B04) 649-6559 or
sutiey@iimesdispalch.com




